
  
 

Transportation Commission of Colorado 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

Chairman Steve Parker convened the meeting at 9:35 a.m. in the conference 
room of the Region 5 Maintenance Facility in Durango, Colorado.  
  
PRESENT WERE: Steve Parker, Chairman, District 8 

Trey Rogers, District 1 
Ed Peterson, District 2 
Kathy Gilliland, District 5 
Kathy Connell, District 6 
Doug Aden, District 7 
Les Gruen, District 9  
Gilbert Ortiz, Sr., District 10 
Steve Hofmeister, District 11 

 
EXCUSED:  Gary Reiff, Vice Chairman, District 3  
 
ABSENT:   Heather Barry, District 4 
  
ALSO PRESENT:   Don Hunt, Executive Director 

Ben Stein, CFO 
Tim Harris, Chief Engineer 
Kerrie Neet, Region 5 Transportation Director 
Herman Stockinger, Policy & Government Relations Director 
John Cater, FHWA 
Vince Rogalski, Statewide Transportation Advisory 

 Committee (STAC) 
    

AND:   Other staff members, organization representatives,  
the public and the news media  
 

An electronic recording of the meeting was made and filed with supporting 
documents in the Transportation Commission office.   

 
Audience Participation 
 
Chairman Parker acknowledged the visitors in the room and asked if anyone was 
interested in addressing the Commission and no guests wished to do so. 
  
Individual Commissioner Comments 
 
Commissioner Peterson declared that it had been a wonderful trip and that he 
appreciated the hospitality shown by the people in the area.  He thanked Commissioner 
Parker for arranging the trip and thanked him for his service and leadership to the 
area. 
 



  
 

Commissioner Gruen expressed his pleasure at the way the Road Trip had been 
organized and thanked Commission Assistant for her efforts. He thanked 
Commissioner Parker and the Region 5 team mentioning that he looks forward to next 
road trip in October. 
 
Commissioner Aden stated that on a recent trip to Montana, he drove through the 
Highway 115 project in Utah which is nearly complete.  He confirmed that in terms of 
long term investment in infrastructure, the project shows that Utah understands the 
importance.  He mentioned that he had met with Pitkin County and that they were very 
complimentary of the Region 3 staff.  He also commended the Region 5 team on the 
effort it takes to keep Highway 550 open year round and declared that he knows how 
difficult a task it is.   
 
Commissioner Hofmeister commented that he appreciated the hospitality shown by the 
Durango community during the visit to a beautiful part of the State of Colorado.  He 
reported that he had attended a ribbon cutting ceremony in Kit Carson for the US 
40/287 opening on August 2, 2012.  
 
Commissioner Ortiz stated that he appreciated the opportunity to be in Durango and 
mentioned that the previous evening’s dinner had been a nice occasion.  
 
Commissioner Gilliland stated that she really appreciates the hospitality and the 
chance to connect with the Durango business community on the previous evening.  She 
mentioned that earlier in the month, she met with some Asphalt Companies in Greeley 
and that her monthly meeting would be in Berthoud.  She confirmed communities, 
whether they are statewide or local, appreciate all communication that is provided. 
 
Commissioner Rogers confirmed that it was great to be in Durango. 
 
Commissioner Connell declared that the tour of Durango’s Transit Center on 
Wednesday, August 15th and being out and about in Colorado was great.  She 
complimented Dave Eller and the Region 3 staff on the completion of the recent rockfall 
mitigation project near Steamboat Springs and mentioned that the Public Relations 
staff had done a wonderful job of keeping everyone informed. 
 
Commissioner Parker stated that he had spoken with Commissioner Reiff and that he 
was asked to pass on Commissioner Reiff’s comment of support for the effort of 
advancing funds from 2014 to 2013.  Commissioner Parker declared that he had been 
to county meetings in the following counties: Rio Grande, Mineral, La Plata, Archuleta, 
and Sawatch. He commented that it was great to see everybody in Durango. 
 
Executive Director’s Report:   
 
Director Hunt mentioned that he had meetings with the following groups: 
 

� Colorado Contractors Association 
� American Concrete Paving Contractors 
� City of Denver 



  
 

• Hope continues that CDOT could be part of a future RTA that might include 
Highway and Transit. 
 

� Denver Chamber on Economic Development 
• Consideration for an expanded role for the Division of Aeronautics to 

include an Aerospace presence- something that currently does not exist in 
State Government 

• Front Range Airport designation as a Space Port 
 

� Representative Max Tyler and Commissioner Peterson 
� Greeley Mayor Tom Norton 

 
Director Hunt offered thanks to Chairman Parker, Commission Assistant, and John 
Cater of FHWA. He highlighted Region 5 accomplishments of the Transit Center, the 
Wildlife Detection System, and the US 550 Project.  He mentioned that internally, there 
had recently been a very successful retreat with the Senior Management Team.  
 
Chief Engineer Report 
 
Chief Engineer Tim Harris began by stating that there had been a need for Emergency 
Contracting on several projects: 

� 88th & I-25 (Thornton), July 18, 2012 – $1 Million 
� Mamm Creek (I-70 Frontage Road near Rifle), July 24, 2012 - $700k 
� SH67 Bridge (South of Florence), July 31, 2012 - $3 Million 

 
He displayed a number of pictures of the projects and there was brief discussion on the 
items. 
 
High Performance Transportation Enterprise (HPTE) Director’s Report 
 
In Mike Cheroutes’ absence, Commissioner Trey Rogers gave a brief report on the 
August 15, 2012 meeting of the HPTE Board. 
 
FHWA Division Administrator Report  
 
John Cater spoke about the following topics: 
 
Inactive Projects 

� Colorado has a plan in place 
� Bills are being sent out 
� Confident goals will be reached 

 
Map21 

� More information coming out 
� Saftey money going up  
� The rate varies from State to State 
� Adds Mileage to State Highway System 

• Hwy 17 North of Alamosa 
• US 36 West of Boulder to Rocky Mountain National Park 



  
 

• US 34 from Rocky Mountain National Park to Highway 40 
• Highway 385 on the Eastern plains 
• US 34 from I-76 to Nebraska 

� Opportunity to look at processes 
• Local governments 
• Ways to better administrate the program 
• A lot could be done better 

 
� Public Roads Magazine 

• Highlight of an article written by Nancy Shanks of CDOT’s Public Relations 
Department 

 
STAC Report  
 
Vince Rogalski declared that the STAC had met on Friday, August 10, 2012 and 
mentioned that the STAC had received updates on the following topics:  
 
Transit and Rail Advisory Committee (TRAC) Update- Mark Imhoff 

� A resolution will be going to the TC next week for the disposal of 10 FREX 

buses 

� DTR worked over this past winter to update the process on grant contracts.   

� Development of a new Transit Grant Module is underway.  

� The 2014-2015 FASTER Transit Grants call for projects is out and applications 

are due the end of September.   

� Colorado did very well in the 2012 FTA 5309 Discretionary Grant program, 

with $18 million in awards. 

� The Interregional Connectivity Study, Advanced Guideway Study, Transit 

Capital Asset Inventory, and Interregional and Regional Bus Study are all 

underway and will lead up to the Statewide Transit Plan. 

FHWA Update from John Cater 

� Inactive Projects/Federal Lands  

 

MAP 21- Sandi Kohrs & Laurie Freedle 

� MAP-21 offers increased flexibility 

� MAP-21 includes some performance measures and some penalty triggers for 

failing to meet those measures.   

� Set-asides for some programs have been eliminated.   

� The TE program has been eliminated 

� Safe Routes to School no longer has dedicated funding although it remains 

eligible under the Transportation Alternatives (TA) program 

� Laurie Freedle noted that when one federal transportation bill expires and is 

replaced by a new bill, apportionments under the old bill expire within four 

years of the time apportionments were made available.   



  
 

� OFMB is currently examining this and will be contacting the MPOs about 

getting these funds obligated. 

Allocation of Additional Funds- Laurie Freedle & Tim Harris 

Accelerated Program Delivery- Tim Harris 

� Staff is recommending that the TC advance $84 million of FY 14 surface 

treatment funds.  

Online Transportation Information System (OTIS)- Gary Aucott 

� Gary Aucott provided a demonstration of OTIS, which will be available 

externally at the end of the month. 

Other Business 

� Tony DeVito provided a brief update on the I-70 Co-Development, and Reza 

Akhavan on the I-70 Viaduct. 

 
Committee Reports 
 
 
EFFICIENCY AND ACCOUNTABILITY COMMITTEE 
 
Commissioner Gilliland gave the following report on the July 19, 2012 meeting of the 
Committee:  
 

The Efficiency and Accountability Committee convened on Thursday, July 19 at 2 
p.m.   
 
Maribeth Lewis-Baker, the Committee’s Deputy Chair, provided an edited version 
of the committee’s recommendations regarding succession planning. These 
recommendations will be forwarded to the CDOT Executive Director. 
 
John Vetterling, a Committee member from CDOT’s Division of Audit, provided 
the Committee with an update from the Pre-Contract Award Authority Task 
Force. This Task Force is pursuing issues that impact ordering and purchasing 
capital transit equipment, such as buses. Due to the Task Force’s initiative, the 
State Controller has agreed that pre-award authority is allowed on FTA funded 
grants. However, that is still not allowed for FASTER-funded grants. The Pre-
Award Taskforce will continue to work with the State Controller to pursue 
preliminary approval for advanced budgeting for FASTER grants. 
 
Maribeth Lewis-Baker updated the Committee on current work by the 
Committee’s Financial Accountability Task Force on some issues regarding the 
construction engineering (or, “CE”) cost rate issue.  The Task Force members are 
focusing making it easier for people to understand the components of the CE 
rate.   Task Force members will reconvene prior to the full Committee meeting in 
August to examine CDOT’s balance sheet and the statement of cash flow. 
 



  
 

Solomon Haile reported on the work of the Regional Boundaries Taskforce, and 
requested time on the August Committee agenda for a discussion of some 
boundary-related issues. 
 
William Johnson, CDOT’s GIS Data Management Section Manager, presented 
information about current CDOT practices regarding Knowledge Management 
Governance. 
 
The Committee adjourned at 4:05 p.m. 

 
 
 
Act on Consent Agenda 
 
Chairman Parker stated that a motion would be entertained on the Consent Agenda 
and Commissioner Gilliland moved for approval of the Consent Agenda. 
Commissioner Rogers seconded the motion and on a vote of the Commission, the 
Consent Agenda was unanimously approved. 
 
Approve the Special & Regular Meeting Minutes of July 18 &19, 2012 
 
Resolution #TC-3006 
 
BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Transportation Commission’s Special and 
Regular Meeting Minutes of  are hereby approved as published in the official agenda 
of the  meeting Agenda. 
 
Approval of the Resolution for Abandonment of a portion of State Highway 50, 
known as 8th street, from Beaumont Street west to the City of Pueblo 
 



  
 

 



  
 

 
Resolution to approve the Declaration of Excess Property, Parcel 528-EX of 
Project Number NH0405-022 Phase 5 in Region 1 
 



  
 

 



  
 

 
 
 



  
 

Resolution to approve the Declaration of Excess Property, Parcel 36-EX and E-
35AX, of Project Number F-050 in Region 3 
 



  
 

 



  
 

 
Resolution to approve the Final recommendations regarding disposal of the 
CDOT-owned buses no longer used by the City of Colorado Springs for FREX 
service 



  
 

 



  
 

 



  
 

 
 
 
 



  
 

Discuss and Act on the 3rd Budget Supplement for FY 2013 
 
Laurie Freedle mentioned that there were a couple of walk on items of note: 
 
Region 2 

� $300,000 - (TCCRF) – SH 67 Detour for K-16-W Bridge for temporary 
detouring, signing and signaling. 

� $2,700,000 – (TCCRF) – Bridge replacement for permanent restoration. 
� $300,000- (TCCRF)-SH67 Sink hole north of Cripple Creek 

 
Region 6 

� $6,000,000-(Regional Priority Program) – I-70: East Corridor-EIS 
� This continues critical tasks to keep on track for completion of the walk-on: 

• Support for modeling and traffic analysis 
• Assistance with environmental resource studies and historic preservation 
• Assistance with staffing for corridor-wide meeting and marketing activities 

 
Advancement of FY 2014 Surface Treatment Program in the amount of $86M 
 
Laurie asked if there were any questions and requested approval of the Budget 
Supplement. 
 
Commissioner Rogers made a motion for approval of the Budget Supplement. 
Commissioner Connell seconded the motion.   On a vote of the Commission, the 
Budget Supplement was unanimously approved. 
 
Resolution #TC-3011 
Approval of the 3rd Budget Supplement 
 
BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the 3rd Supplement to the Fiscal Year 2012-2013 Budget be 
approved. 
 
Acknowledgements 
 
Chairman Parker declared that he wanted to thank all of the Region 5 staff for their 
work hosting the Road Trip.  
 
Other Matters  
 
Chairman Parker recognized audience member, Vice Chair Bradley Haight from Ute 
Mountain Ute Tribe in Towaoc and there was a discussion regarding the Road in 
Towaoc in Region 5 and the poor condition it is in. 
 

� Report from the Nominating Committee & Election of Officers 
Chairman Parker recognized Commissioner Rogers representing the 
Nominating Committee and Commissioner Rogers announced that the 
Committee wanted to nominate Commissioner Gary Reiff as the Chair, 
Commissioner Doug Aden as the Vice Chair and Herman Stockinger as 
Secretary.  The motion for Nomination was Seconded by Commissioner 



  
 

Peterson and on a vote of the Commission, the nominations were unanimously 
accepted. 

 
Chairman Parker confirmed with the gathering that there were no other matters to 
come before the Commission. 
 
Adjournment 
 
Chairman Parker announced that the meeting was adjourned at 10:30 a.m. 
  
 
 
________________________________________  _________________ 
Herman Stockinger, Secretary    Date 
Transportation Commission of Colorado 
 
 
 


